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RN-BSN Program FAQs

Program Contact Information 

How can I contact the RN-BSN Program?
· The RN-BSN Program can be reached via phone at 318-677-3100, please ask to speak with an RN-BSN advisor
· RN-BSN Advising Appointments can be made via this link: https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/RNtoBSN@nsula.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/

How can I apply to the RN-BSN Program?
1. Apply to NSU as an undergraduate BSN student: Apply here → click “Apply for Admissions NOW” → select “Transfer Student or Seeking Readmission”.
2. Submit Immunization Waiver (attached or download here) → write “waive/online only” in every blank, sign, and email to applications@nsula.edu.
3. Send official transcripts from all colleges attended (electronically, if possible) to the NSU Admissions Office.
4. Once you receive your acceptance letter, schedule an advising appointment so we can advise and help you register. RN-BSN Advising Appointments can be made via this link: https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/RNtoBSN@nsula.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
5. Retrieve your NSU Campus ID here.

Program Purpose, Goals, and Outcomes 

What is the purpose of the RN-BSN program?
· The NSU RN-BSN Program is geared towards working RNs who need a flexible, affordable educational program designed to fit into their already busy schedule of professional and personal commitments. 
What are the RN-BSN Program goals?
1. To prepare beginner, professional nurses who provide direct and indirect care to individuals, families, groups, communities, and populations.
2. To prepare beginner, professional nurses who design, manage, and coordinate care.
3. To prepare beginner, professional nurses to become members of the nursing profession.
4. To provide a foundation for graduate education.

What are the RN-BSN Student Learning Outcomes?
Upon completion of the RN-BSN Program, the graduate will:
1. Integrate theory and knowledge from nursing, arts, humanities, and sciences into nursing practice.      
2. Demonstrate clinical judgement in coordinating individualized care.
3. Manage health promotion, risk reduction, disease prevention, disease management, and health restoration through collaborative engagements with clients and stakeholders.
4. Evaluate and integrate research findings to promote evidence-based nursing practice.
5. Contribute to a culture of safety and quality improvement.
6. Collaborate with team members across professions to optimize nursing care.
7. Lead within healthcare delivery systems to manage and coordinate resources to provide safe, quality, and equitable care.
8. Utilize information and healthcare technologies in nursing practice.
9. Demonstrate a developing professional identity by adhering to legal, ethical, and professional standards.
10. Demonstrate responsibility for personal and professional development.


Curriculum and Time Commitment 

What is the design and delivery of the RN-BSN program curricula?
· 100% online, asynchronous format
· Individualized, flexible
· Can be completed in as little as 12 months

How can I view the curriculum plans?
· RN-BSN Program curriculum plans can be viewed online on the College of Nursing website 

Will I be able to work during program enrollment? 
· Yes. Our RN-BSN faculty will work with you to create a personalized course plan that accommodates your work schedule and busy lifestyle.


Accreditation and Approvals

Is the Northwestern State University RN-BSN Program approved and/or accredited?
· Northwestern State University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACSCOC).
· The Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree program at Northwestern State University is fully approved by the Louisiana State Board of Nursing.  
· The Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) program at Northwestern State University is accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education, 655 K Street, NW, Suite 750, Washington, DC 20001, 202-887-6791.
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How many students are accepted each year into the RN-BSN Program?
· Enrollment in the online RN-BSN program is not capped; all qualified applicants may be admitted.

What are the requirements for admission? 
· The admission criteria is posted on the Northwestern State University College of Nursing Website. 
· Must have an active unencumbered RN license or approval from the appropriate state board
· Must have graduated from an accredited associate degree/diploma of nursing program
· Must have a 2.0 or higher GPA 

How do I determine whether a college or university is “fully accredited?” 
· The institution granting the degree must be accredited by a regional accreditor and the nursing program must be accredited by a nursing accrediting agency (Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education [CCNE], the Commission for Nursing Education Accreditation [CNEA], or the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing [ACEN]). 

How are transcripts submitted?
· Official transcripts are required from all former institutions attended, regardless of whether or not the credits transfer. All transcripts must be on file and evaluated before an admission decision can be made. Official transcripts must be delivered to the Office of Admissions in a sealed unopened envelope from each former institution to be considered official.
· Admissions Office: https://www.nsula.edu/admissions/

How can I apply to the RN-BSN Program?
· All applications for the RN-BSN program are being processed through NSU Admissions Office: https://www.nsula.edu/admissions/

How many years of experience are required as a registered nurse? 
· There is no minimum number of years of nursing experience required to apply to the RN-BSN program.

What are applicant licensure requirements?
· RN-BSN applicants must have an active, unencumbered Registered Nurse license.

What are the applicant certification requirements? 
· Must submit current American Heart Association Basic Life Support (BLS) and/or Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) certifications for clinical courses.

What are the technical standards requirements? 
· All RN-BSN applicants must submit a signed attestation of the ability to meet the College of Nursing and School of Allied Health (CONSAH) Essential Academic Performance and Technical Standards for Didactic and Clinical Settings. 

What other documents are submitted during the application process? 
· Applicants must submit either a completed immunization form or an immunization waiver to the NSU Admissions Office.
· Submit Immunization Waiver (attached or download here) → write “waive/online only” in every blank, sign, and email to applications@nsula.edu.
What are the TOEFL Requirements?
· International students must have a minimum score on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) if English is a second language and meet all other University admission requirements for international students. International students should contact NSU’s International Student office prior to applying for the DNP program to ensure University admission. 
· See the International Student Admission Requirements at: https://www.nsula.edu/admissions/international/international-student-admission-requirements/

RN-BSN Program Re-Admission Process

What do you need to know for Readmission?
· If you have not attended undergraduate studies at NSU within the past three consecutive
semesters (including summer), you will need to:
• Complete your application for admission online at the Apply Now link on our website at www.nsula.edu.
• Request OFFICIAL transcripts to be mailed to the NSU Office of Admissions from institutions attended since you last attended NSU (if any).
· If you graduated from NSU with an undergraduate degree within the past three semesters
(including summer), you will need to reapply.
· If you participated in NSU Dual Enrollment within the past three semesters (including summer), you will need to apply for undergraduate admission, but you will not be required to pay another application fee. You will not be considered a "readmitted" student, but a first-time first-year student if you have not attended a post-secondary institution after your graduation from high school.
· If your name has changed since you last attended NSU, please contact the University Registrar’s Office at registrar@nsula.edu for instructions on how to officially change your name on your NSU records. Until your request for name change is processed, your records will remain under your previous name.
· Please be advised if you have ever attended another college or university, either while in high school or after graduation from high school – you are required to disclose this information to NSU. Failure to disclose past attendance at any post-secondary institution can result in denial of admission and student disciplinary actions.
· Please see the NSU admission office for more information: https://www.nsula.edu/admissions/





Clinical Practice Experience

How many clinical practice hours are required for RN-BSN program completion?
· While there is no universal clinical hour requirement for all RN-BSN programs, individual schools and state boards of nursing determine their own expectations for the number and type of practice experiences needed for program completion.
· The Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) and the Louisiana State Board of Nursing (LSBN) do not specify a required number of clinical hours for RN-BSN programs.
· At NSU, the online RN-BSN program includes practice experiences designed to help students demonstrate advanced nursing competencies. Currently, students complete 15 direct and indirect clinical hours in each of the following courses:
· NURB 3223 – Health Assessment
· NURB 4191 – Community Health Nursing Practicum for RNs
· NURB 4291 – Leadership and Management Nursing Practicum for RNs

How are clinical practice hours obtained? 
· NURB 4191 and NURB 4291:
· Clinical practice hours in the RN-BSN program are completed through specific course assignments and approved practice experiences. For example, in NURB 4191 – Community Health Nursing Practicum for RNs, students earn clinical hours by completing assignments such as a service-learning project and a home visit.
· Students are also encouraged to participate in additional professional activities to enhance their learning and fulfill hours, though these are not required. Examples include shadowing an infectious disease nurse or assisting with a disaster preparedness drill.
· NURB 3223- Health Assessment for RNs- 
· Clinical practice hours for this course are completed through weekly virtual assessment modules using Shadow Health Digital Clinical Experiences.
· For more information about Shadow Health, visit their website: https://evolve.elsevier.com/studentlife/training/shadow-health/

What clinical sites/agencies are associated with the RN-BSN program?
· The RN-BSN program does not have designated clinical sites. Instead, students complete practice experiences within their own communities under the guidance of a qualified mentor in a facility with a formal partnership/affiliation agreement. 
· Students are responsible for selecting their own mentor, provided the individual meets the program’s mentor requirements. In some cases, family members may serve as mentors if they meet these criteria. This flexibility is intended to make the process more accessible for students, particularly those located out of state.







Tuition and Fees

What is the cost of the RN-BSN program?
· RN-BSN students pay a flat rate for tuition ($260/credit hour). 

What are the expected additional expenses?
· Textbooks- costs are variable depending on the course

Is financial aid available? 
· Financial aid is available for RN-BSN students. For more information, please visit NSU’s Financial Aid Webpage. 
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